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Public-Private-Civic Investment in Each Nation



SECOND AFRICAN FLOUR FORTIFICATION INITIATIVE MEETING
TO IDENTIFY AND SUPPORT AFRICAN FLOUR FORTIFICATION CHAMPIONS

Background

The Flour Fortification Initiative (FFI) is a network of partners working together to make flour fortification standard milling practice so that people worldwide are smarter, stronger and healthier. FFI builds alliances between governments and international agencies, wheat and flour industries, and consumer and civic organizations. Our strategy is to stimulate interaction among the partners so that together we can achieve results that none of us could achieve independently. Our goal is for 80% of the world's roller miller flour to be fortified with at least iron or folic acid by 2015.

FFI is the umbrella partner of Smarter Futures, a co-financing partnership consisting of FFI, the International Federation for Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus (IFSBH), AkzoNobel, BOSK and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs.  Smarter Futures work is focused on wheat and maize flour fortification in Africa.

The first guiding principle for FFI is that “Flour fortification is most successful when it is driven nationally by multiple stakeholders under the guidance of a recognized local leader supported by a core team.”
 National country leadership is the means for making flour fortification sustainable as it allows country leaders to own the process and credits them for its success.

FFI’s second guiding principle is that “The success of flour fortification in other countries can instill confidence, capability and stimulation when international experts collaborate to provide nationally applicable experience and precise detail regarding fortification standards, legislation and technical advice.”
 

In November 2008, FFI coordinated the First African FFI Workshop in Arusha, Tanzania, which formed the basis for Smarter Futures partnership. Working together, a partners meeting was held in June 2009, and a training of trainers event for millers and regulatory staff was held in December 2009. In April 2010, FFI and Smarter Futures coordinated a Harmonisation Workshop in Nairobi, Kenya, to encourage countries to create flour fortification standards based on the latest scientific guidelines. At the workshop, each country team created a 100-day plan to take the next steps toward flour fortification in their country. After this workshop, a half-day meeting and dinner with multiple partners helped identify the partners best suited to work with specific countries on their 100-day plans.

Second African FFI Meeting, 26 November 2010, Cape Town, South Africa
The 21st Annual Meeting of the International Association of Operative Millers (IAOM) Mideast and Africa District Conference and Expo will be 22-25 November in Cape Town, South Africa. The Second African FFI Workshop, in conjunction with Smarter Futures and FFI partners, will be on Friday, 26 November in Cape Town following the IAOM meeting. This will serve a two-fold purpose in line with FFI’s first two principles.

First, industry representatives from five countries which created 100-day plans at the Harmonization Workshop have already registered for the IAOM meeting. The meeting will give countries which have made progress with their 100-day fortification plans the opportunity to celebrate their successes. It will also allow them to identify areas where they need support and to learn how their peers in other African countries have managed similar issues. Before the meeting, representatives from each of those countries will be contacted to determine their priority issues. The meeting agenda will be address those topics. This complies with FFI’s first principle of supporting country leaders.
In addition to representatives from these five countries, all other industry representatives attending the IAOM meeting will be invited to stay for the FFI meeting. The intention is that countries that are not fortifying will be motivated by the other country examples, reflecting FFI’s second principle.

Milla McLachlan, who has facilitated previous FFI and Smarter Futures workshops and who will be familiar to participants, will facilitate this event. Philip Randall who presented his first baking trials report in April will present his second report at this meeting. Country representatives will be asked to lead all other aspects of the program. Examples include:

· Participants from Morocco, which passed fortification legislation in 2007, will be asked to explain how the country used regional fortification alliances to open dialogue between the millers, government, and healthcare workers and how this was a step in accelerating fortification in the country.

· Participants from South Africa, which has mandatory wheat and maize fortification, will be asked to explain how they are using their monitoring and evaluation program to amend standards.

· Participants from Nigeria, which has been fortifying with iron for several years, will be asked how they will include folic acid in their fortification programme.  

Participants

Currently, industry representatives from the following countries have registered for the IAOM meeting: Burundi, Guinea, Kenya, Malawi, Morocco, Mozambique, Nigeria, South Africa, Sudan, Tanzania, and Uganda. They would be encouraged to stay for the FFI\Smarter Futures meeting.

Public and civic sector representation will be sought from FFI partners such as GAIN, UNICEF, MI, HKI, etc., as well as country leaders such as nutrition or health policy makers and leaders from the National Food Fortification Alliances.

Location

The meeting will be at the Southern Sun Cullinan Hotel, No. 1 Cullinan Street, Foreshore Cape Town 8000. This is near the convention center where the IAOM meeting will be earlier in the week.
For more information, see: http://www.sph.emory.edu/wheatflour/Africa.php






� The Flour Fortification Initiative, (� HYPERLINK "http://www.sph.emory.edu/wheatflour/work.php" �http://www.sph.emory.edu/wheatflour/work.php� ) accessed 14 September 2010


� Ibid.





